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REPORT OF WIRE DRAG INVESTIGATION OF
DEMOLISHED WRECK S. S, W, E, HUTTON

In accordance with verbal instructions from Captain Paul C., Whitney,
Supervisor, Southeastern District, Norfolk, Virginia arrangements
were made to make a wire drag examination of the demolished wreck
8. 8, W, ¥, HUTTON,

On Tuesday, February lst the necessary wire drag equipment were

forwarded to Morehead City, North Carolina via Navy truck., Albin

Pearson, Boatswain, and Edward L. Lyons, Hydrographic Cbserver, accompanied
the equipment to Morehead City where they reported to me. A special Navy
plane flew me to Morchead City on February 2, 1944.

Wednesday, February 2nd, all drag equipment was examined, made ready,
and &ll uprights were checked. The buoys and the bottom wire were :
then put aboard the M. V, "VIGILANT", Anchoring gear was inspected on
the YMT 14 and arrangements made to leave the Port Terminal early the
following morning. '

On Thursday, February 3rd the M, V, "VIGILANT" and the YT 1 left port
at 6:20 a.m. and proceeded to the vicinity of the demolished wreck

S, 8. W, E, HUTTON, Upon arrival in the vicinity of the wreck, the

TMT 14 was anchored about 350 meters 130 degrees from wreck buoy # 15.
The drag was then put out and the first sweep made with a setting of

4O feet, Positions were obtained by measuring a vertical angle between
the water line and the top of the foremast of the YMT 14 for distance,
at the same time observing the compass bearing on the foremast for
direction. A tender was used at all times to check for 14ft, Care was
taken at all times to adjust the speed so as not to have excessive 1lift.

From position 1 to position 15 the drag was set at 4O feet,

From position 16 to pesition 26 the drag was set at 43 feet,

From position 27 to end of day the drag was set at 45 feet.

When the drag hung up, et the place indicated by the buoys, an examination
was made by hand lead. A half hour was spent trying to find this obstruétion
without success, It was coneluded that the drag had hung up on an upright
part of the hull plating or possibly a ship frame.

The tidal data used are from the Tide Tebles, Atlantic Coast 194

applying 2 correction of +1.2 feet to high water and -45 minutes for 60th
meridian time., on Hompton Roads (page 86).

The gnbire party was flown back to Norfolk by a Navy transport plane,

Full cooperation was received from the Navy on this special assignment,

Henry J, Healy
Forwarded & Approved, Lieut, Comdr, C&GS

Paul C,Whitney
Capt ., USC&GS




REPORT OF WIRE DRAG INVESTIGATICN OF

DEMOLISHED WRECK S. S. W. E. HUTTON

In accordance with verbal instructions from Captain Paul C. Whitney,
Supervisor, Southeastern District, Norfolk, Virginia arrangements
were made to make a wire drag examination of the demolished wreck
S. 8. W. E. HUTTON,

On Tuesday, February lst the necessary wire drag equipment were

forwarded to Morehead City, North Carolina via Navy truck. Albin

Pearson, Boatswain, and Edward L. Lyons, Hydrographic Observer, accompanied
the equipment to Morehead City where they reported to me., A special Navy
plane flew me to Morehead City on February 2, 1944.

Wednesday, February 2nd, all drag equipment was examined, made ready,
and all uprights were checked. The buoys and the bottom wire were
then put aboard the M. V. "VIGILANT". Anchoring gear was inspected on
the YMT 14 and arrangements made to leave the Port Terminal early the
following morning.

On Thursday, February 3rd the M. V, "VIGILANT" and the YMT 14 left port
at 6:20 a.m. and proceeded to the vicinity of the demolished wreck

S. 8. W. E. HUTTON. Upon arrival in the vicinity of the wreck, the

YMT 14 was anchored about 350 meters 130 degrees from wreck buoy # 15.
The drag was then put out and the first sweep made with a setting of

4O feet. Positions were obtained by measuring a vertical angle between
the water line and the top of the foremast of the YMT 14 for distance,
at the same time observing the compass bearing on the foremast for
direction. A tender was used at all times to check for lift. Care was
taken at all times to adjust the speed so as not to have excessive lift.

From position 1 to position 15 the drag was set at 4O feet.

From position 16 to position 26 the drag was set at 43 feet.

From position 27 to end of day the drag was set at 45 feet.

When the drag hung up, at the place indicated by the buoys, an examination
was made by hand lead. A half hour was spent tryineg to find this obstruetion
without success. It was concluded that the drag had hung up on an upright
part of the hull plating or possibly a ship frame.

The tidal data used are from the Tide Tables, Atlantic Coast 1944

applying a correction of +1.2 feet to high water and -45 minutes for 60th
meridian time, on Hampton Roads,(page 86).

The entire party was flown back to Norfolk by a Navy transport plane.

Full cooperation was received from the Navy on this special assignment.

Henry J. Healy
Lieut. Comdr. C&GS

Capt. USC&GS
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1001 Monticello Avanue
Noriolk 19, Vugmm

‘ \{ i e : it February 15, 1944

To: ‘Superintendent of Salvage ° :
¥erritt, Chapman, & Scott Corp. Mg i
71 Bat.te:y Place : e
New York City, K. Y,

From: Supervisor, Southeastern Pistrict
: U, 8. Coast & Geodetic Survey
1001 Monticello Avenue
Norfolk 10, Virginia

Subject:: Least depth over wreck 3,5. W,B, HUTTOW

'!'he G.oaat and Geodefoic Survey at the request of the

Commandant, Fifth Naval District, through Officer in Charge,

Salvage q:ﬁrs;tiona, has determined a least depth eflt.l' feet |
over the demolished wreck of the S.S. W.E, HUTTON. Clsared of &I Ff

osttion from

Jto M. 30 of 1943:
 Lakit34°30.1°

| Long 76"su

[Siened) Paul G, Whitney Chart 1234
Capt .U.8.C.&G.3.
Supervisor

PCH/C _
CC: The Director




DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE el =
U.S. COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY ;C.. P'::'"‘»
SOUTHEASTERN DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS T

1001 MONTICELLO AVENUE f

NORFOLK, VIRGINIA

February 15, 1944

To: Chief, Division of Coastal Surveys
U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey
Washington 25, D, C.

From: Supervisor, Southeastern District
U. S, Coast and Geodetic Survey

Subject: Report on examination of wreck S.S. W. E. HUTTON

There are enclosed papers pertinent to the examination of the
wreck S, S. W. E, HUTTON as follows: a copy of my letter to
the Commandant, Fifth Naval District and to Superintendent

of Salvage, Merritt, Chapman, and Scott Corp., authorized in
Director's letter dated February 11, 19443 a copy of a report
prepared at my recuest by Lieut. Comdr, Healy who commanded
the investigation; an extract of the log of the M, V. VIGILANT;
a copy of the log of the YMT # 1lh4; a smooth wire drag sheet
covering examination; a distance graph; and a wire drag record
book.

As this examination is somewhat unusual I will leave it to
you whether to file the sheet and reports and so forth as a
wire drag sheet or keep the file of papers in your Division.
Possibly the Navy may call upon us for a copy of the sheet,
but I doubt it. All they want is contained in my letter to
the Commandant.

I feel that the job was accomplished in a very efficient manner
and complete cooperation was given us by the Navy. In fact it
was done so expeditiously I believe we are to get a request for
a similar examination in the near future.

Paul C, Whitney
Capt .U.S.C.&G.S.
Supervisor
PCW/C
Fnels,




February 15, 1944

To? The Commandant ;
Fifth Naoval Distriet -
_ Worfolk, Virginia Att: Capt. C, T, Hull
From: Supervisor, Seutheastern District

U. 5. Coast & CGeodetic Survey
Subjects  Lesst depth over wreck S. S. ¥. E. HUTTON

In compliance with & reguest from your office by the Cfficer
in Charge, Salvege Operations, the Cozst and Geodetic Survey
on February 3rd mede & wire drag examination over the
demolished wreck of the 5. 8, ¥, ¥, HUTTCN to determine the
least depth. This wreck is located 14} miles 236° True from
the Besufort Inlet Lishted Buoy Ne. 1. -

From this examination the least gdepth over this wreck has

6 been determined ae 41 feet at mean low water. The wire

: drag hung up on what appeared to be an upright hull plating

. "~ or a ship's freme. All around the point of contact soundings
| taken indicated no bottom at 60 feet. i :

Pgul C. ¥hitney :
c&m. .g. Sl c' & Go S.




83=AB
February 19, 1944

To: Supervisor, Southeastern Distrliot
Us Se Coast and Geodetic Survey
1001 Montlcello Aveme
Norfolk, Virginia

From:‘ ' The Director
U. S« Coast and Geodetic Survey

Subjeoct: Report on examination of wreck 8.8, W.E. HUTTON

With further reference to your letter of February 15,
enclosing the report on the wire drag examination of
the wreck S.S. W.B., HUTTON, it is noted in your letter
to the Commandant, Fifth Haval District, you state:

Nphis wreck is located 14} miles 236° True
° from the Beaufort Inlet Lighted Buoy Noe 1."

This places the wreck about elghtetenths of a mile WNW
of the charted position.

Information is requested as to whether or not a new
position of the wreck and.buoz has been determined.
The present charted position is based on Notice to °
Mariners No. 30 (1943).

im ne "‘".']"“. "‘AWLEY‘ |

Aoting Director




From:

Subject:

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE E T
U.S. COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY
SOUTHEASTERN DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS
1001 MOHTICELLO{ AVENUE -
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA E

February 21, 1944,

The Director,
U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey
Washington 25, D.C.

Supervisor, Southeastern District,
U. S. Coast & Geodetic Survey
1001 Monticello Ave.,

Norfolk, Va.

Report on examination of wreck S.S., W.E. HUTTON

In reply to your letter dated February 19, 1944, 83-AB, the

position of the wreck as reported in my letter of February

15, 1944 was taken from the wreck chart 1110A., At the time

I wrote that letter I had no copies of chart 1234 or 1110

on file.

Comparing new copies of the latter charts, I find

the wreck chart 1110A shows the HUTTON a little to the south.

PCW:H

Captain U.S.C.& G.S.
Supervisor,




DAILY LOG

MERRITT-CHAPMAN & SCOTT CORPORATION

VESSEL__ MV "VIGILANT" DAY THURSDAY DATE___ FEBRUARY 3 19.44

INSTRUCTIONS: The foliowin, particulars shall be entered In the appropriate spaces on the original and both coples of loge, leaving one blank |
betweesn each Jog reported therson:

{7) Names of towboats handling vessel or delivering stores.

éi Location of Vessel. (8) Coal, water and stores received and delivered.

2) Time of starting and finishing each operation. (9) Names of diver and tender.

(3) Car number of each car ioaded or unfoaded. (10) Names of members of crew and extra men with actual ho

§4 Waeights, or marks and numbers of pieces holsted. worked by each. .

6) When handling boats, cars and b , Indi hether cased, (11) Addresses and telephone numbers If any, of each member of at
crated or unprotected. on the lo? for Monday of each week.

(8} 1Indlcate all pieces tipped for holsting Into or out of a ship. (12) Addlitional Tnformation not provided for above under *Remarks.

Night towing shall be reported on following day's log. Recelpts shall be obtalned for everything delivered. The name of the vessel and the date s}
be entered on both the front and reverse sides of log, and log shall bs signed by the Captain in the places designated. Logs shall be mailed to the ofi
every day at the close of the day's business.

TIME CHARGE
FROM TO ACCOUNT
6-C0 pPm P, FULCHER AND R, KITTELL THROUGH IN GALLEY FOR THE DAY,
7-55 pm SEA_BUOY, HAZY, CALM, BAR, 29:94
9-15 pwm ALL FAST AT PORT TERMINAL, CREW THROUGH FOR THE DAY, HUNNINGS

THROUGH IN ENBINE ROOM FOR THE DAY,

HAZY, cALM, BAR, 29:96

9-1% pm 10-00 pM|N, KiIRK ON DECK WATCH,

10-00 PM | 12-00 Mip S, SwisT ON DECK WATCH,

ENTERED ON: CORRW
ORDER FORM W«/@’

CAPTAIN

TRAFFIC RECORD DISTRIBUTION BY.

FORM A-20.20M-4-43
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DAILY LOG

MERRITT-CHAPMAN & SCOTT CORPORATION

VESSEL_ M/V_ "VIGILANT" DAY___ THURSDAY DATE FeBRUARY 3, 19_44

INSTRUCTIONS: The following particulars shall be sntered in the appropriate spaces on the original and both coples of loge, leaving one blank iine
betwesn sach Job reported thereon:

(7) Names of towboats handling vessel or delivering stores.

51) Location of Vessel. (8) Coal, water and stores received and delivered.

2) Time of starting and finishing each operation. (9) Names of diver and tender.

%3) Car number of sach ocar joaded or unicaded. (10) Names of members of crew and extra men with actual hours

4) Welghts, or marks and numbers of pleces holsted. worked by each.

(8) When handling boats, cars and busses, indicate whether cased, (11) Addresses and telephone numbers if any, of each member of crew
crated or unprotected. on the lo? for Monday of each week,

(8) Indicate all pleces tipped for holsting inte or aut of a ship. (12) Additional Information not provided for above undar “Remarks.”

Night towing shall be reported on following day’s log. Recelpts shall be obtalned for everything delivered. The name of the vessal and the date shall
be entered on both the front and reverse sides of log, and log shali be signed by the Captain in the places designated. Logs shall be mailed to the office
every day at the close of ths day’s business.

TIME CHARGE

FROM TO ACCOUNT

LAYING AT PORT TERMINAL, MOREHEAD Citvy, N.C.

12-00 mMig 2-00 am CAPT, BARROW ON DECK WATCH,

2-00 aMm 5-30 am J. BALL ON DECK WATCH,

5-20 am CREW _TURNED 'TO ON DECK, HUNNINGS TURNED TO IN ENG INE ROOM,

FULCHER AND MESSMAN ROBERT KITTELL TURNED TO IN GALLEY,

6-20 AM L1EUT. ComorR, H,J. HeALY, CHIEF BOS!N A.B. PEARSON % SR . HYoHo

GRAPHIC OBSERVER E, LYONS OF THE U.S, COAST % GEODETIC SURVEY

OF NORFOLK, VA,, ARRIVED,

6-25 aM "VIGILANT" LEFT PORT TERMINAL, PROCEEDED TO "W, E, HUTTON".

CLEAR, LIGHT WESTERLY WIND, BAR, 30:04

7-05 am SEA BUOY, CLEAR, MOD, WEST NORTH WEST WiND, 8AR,. 30:04

9-45 am ARRIVED AT POSITION NEAR WRECKy BEGAN DRAG OPERATIONS,

RUNNING 1800 FT, DRAG WIRE TO "Y.N,T. 14" (ASSISTING iN DRAG HfNG Y

UNDER DIRECTIONS OF THE U.S, GEODETIC SURVEY OF NORFOLK, VA.

12-12 pMm LOWERED DRAG TO 40 FT,, BEGAN DRAGING,

1-4% pMm CLEARED AT 40 FT,, LOWERED DRAG TO 43 FT., BEGAN ORAGING,

200 pMm CLEARED AT 43 FT,, LOWERED DRAG TO 45 FT.,» BEGAN DRAGING,

32-58 pPM CRAG HOOKED AT 45 FT.y MEN IN LAUNGH TAKING LEAD LINE SOUNDINGS.
5-30.pm LAUNGH BACK TO VESSEL, LET DRAG GO FROM "V, N.T. 14" BEGAN

TAKING IN SAME,

5-30 em DRAG IN, "VIGILANT" PROCEEDED TO PORT TERMINAL.

CLEAR, MOD, NORTH WEST WIND, BAR, 29:94

ENTERED ON: CORRECT: o
ORDER FORM Mé’ﬁ///&

CAPTAIN

TRAFFIC RECORD. DISTRIBUTION BY.

FORM A.20-20M-4-43




MERRITT-CHAPMAN & SCOTT CORPORATION

AT
DAILY LOG FOR SR 19
ACTUAL [warcHuxs ) L - L
NAME HQURS |laornzn] " - ADDRESS TELEPHONE NO,
WORKED {apeciars ‘
’
! ¥ o

REMARKS:

. CORRECT:

CAPTAIN



0600
0620
0030
1016

1710
1955

YNT - 14 NAMONTACK .
PORT TERMINAL Feb. 3, 1944

COPY OF LOG NAMONTACK FEBRUARY 3, 1944

UNDELRWAY FROM PORT TERMINAL PIER

MCOKRED TO PIER PORT TERMINAL AWAITING VIGILANTE TO GET UNDERWAY
UNDoRWAY FOR DUTY IN CONNECTION WITH THE GEODETIC SURVEY
DROPPED ANCHOR ABOUT 210 FEET OF LINE OUT , AT BUOY TO SEAWARD
NEAR WRECK BUOY

UNDERWAY FOR PORT TERMINAL, MOREHEAD CITY, N.C.

KOOLED AT BERTH PORT TERMINAL, MOREHEAD CITY, N.C.

et 130

C.B. DAMPLEY, BOS'N
Officer « In - Chearge

Certified to be a true copy:
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